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WHAT ARE YOU DOING NEW YEAR’S... NEW YEAR’S EVE

Roslyn Dickens

Rabbi Buchwald once described the difference between a mitzvah and an avera (sin) to the Beginner’s class at Lincoln Square Synagogue this way:

“While doing an avera,” he explained, “one often expresses their pleasure with an.... *Ahhhh....” Later, however, when reconsidering that action, they might

lament with an ‘Oy!” Doing a mitzvah is just the opposite. At the time, one might mutter a weary *Oy...” But when done, their sense of satisfaction produces a

decidedly positive, *Ahhhhhhh.”

‘What has this to do with Rosh Hashana? Consider two views of what seem like similar holidays; Rosh Hashana, the start of the Jewish New Year, and
December 31st, New Year’s Eve. While New Year’s Eve celebrations need not lead to averos, observing Rosh Hashana is a surefire mizzvah.

It’s New Year’s Eve, so cut the tags off that new dress; get your suit from the
dry cleaner’s, buy some new stockings; have your shoes shined.

It’s Erev Rosh Hashana, so cut the tags off that new dress; get your suit from
the dry cleaner’s, buy some new stockings; have your shoes shined.

Reasons given for this celebration are varied, obscure and rarely noted. A nod
to Julius Caesar’s calendar? A belief that Jesus’ Brit was January 1st?

Rosh Hashana marks the birthday of the world. While the Jewish People were
born at Passover, Rosh Hashana is day that G-d created mankind.

December is a month for stocking stuffing. Beautifying our homes and our-
selves, without much thought to what’s within the wrappings.

Elul begins a month of taking stock, remembering who we are and what we've
done. Re-evaluating our goals and recommitting to our spiritual life.

Hastily assemble a list of New Year’s resolutions. Be realistic. (30 Ibs. by
Valentines Day isn't healthy. Besides, if you decide to work out on that
NordicTrack, where will you hang your clothes?)

Celebrate this chance to “clean your slate” and start anew. Commit yourself to
Torah, mitzvot and tzedaka. Be realistic. Take a Torah class; leave the Kabbalah to
Madonna and ber friends.

Arrange for a babysitter. Assign a designated driver. (Hope that everyone else
driving on the road does, too.)

Skip the babysitter; you'll want your kids around. You'll have no hazards on the
road, just a leisurely stroll to shul in the crisp fall air.

Assemble a homemade remedy for tomorrow’s hangover. Put your potluck casse-
role in a thermal bag. Strap yourself into the car with it on your lap.

Set out the wine and grape juice for Kiddush. Cover the challot. Put the food in
the oven to warm. Let the aroma fill the house.

Call loved ones with hurried good wishes for the next 365 days. Extend
“Season’s Greetings” and great good wishes all around without ever thinking of
praying or seeking “brachot” for yourself.

Be mindful that everything is in G-d’s hands and petition Him for health,
success and blessings in the year ahead. Pray for peace for Israel, for the Jewish

People and for all humankind.

Anticipate lots of inane banter with strangers and people you can barely tolerate.
Steel yourself for the unkind gossip and loud, pulsating, “music.” Expect to
groan over someone’s foolish jokes.

Anticipate sharing something moving with people you're glad to see. Be
challenged by profound ideas, inspired by stirring melodies. Expect to groan
over the (Beginners) Rabbi’s corny jokes.

Its New Year’s Eve, so dig out your funny party hats. Hang up the streamers,
break out the ice, set out the booze, chill the champagne and wonder where the
year has gone. Blow up some balloons. Give those silly noisemakers a trial toot.

Not just for Rosh Hashana, Jewish men wear their “party hats” (kippor or
|yarmulkes) year round. “The Fruit of the Vine” is our beverage of choice. Our
ancient noisemakers (curved horn sort of things) shake the world with their
plaintive call.

Pay homage to yourself for getting through the last twelve months - a
“shehechiyany” of sorts, with yourself as architect.

Acknowledge that G-d is the King of the Universe; commit to honor Him, and
He will give your heart comfort and relief in times of strife or distress.

Reserve your awe for the Grand Canyon, respect for your parents, devotion for
your partner, reverence for your boss, and worship for the dollar.

Thank G-d for all the gifts He has bestowed upon you; beseech Him to
“Inscribe you (and your loved ones) in the “Book of Life.”

Consider your time, your life, your place in the universe. Feel wasteful, worried
and small.

Feel empowered by your connection to G-d. Sense that you are not alone. Feel

grateful and uplifted.

New Year’s Eve is often a time for excess and frivolity, the popping of cham-
Y g

pagne corks, the boisterous sound of merrymakers in Times Square; one

thrilling moment ending with a rousing cheer.

Rosh Hashana is a solemn day on which G-d decrees our fate for next year; a
time for reflection, introspection, atonement. Spending so much time with our-
selves leaves us both spent and renewed.

The throng is whooping and hollering. It is 2009!

Our song is “Next Year in Jerusalem.” It is 5769!

Cell phones and computers create the illusion of connection. A million people
cheer in Times Square, a billion more watch on TV.

‘We share this day with Jews worldwide; some that we know, more that we don’,
some observant, others not at all, each one a part of Kla!/ Yisrael.

Know that, as “Auld Lang Syne” ascends into the ether, the most you'll see is
confetti drifting down.

Have faith that as your prayers ascend to heaven, you will feel His abundant
mercy flowing down.

My wish for us, and all of Israel, is that 5769 holds far more “Ahhhh...” than “Oy.”
Roslyn Dickens, a photographer and videographer, is a long-time member of the LSS Beginners Service

CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZAL TOV

ENGAGEMENTS
Miriam Lemberg and Avraham (Theo) Yale
Gail Ulanow and Jerry Glower

MARRIAGES AN
Dr. Yaffa Hadassah Cheichik (Yatian Zhang)
and Dr. Stuart Blaustein
Lauren Stark and David Boim
Mazal Tov to parents Joan and Arnold Stark
Emily Holton and Seth Gerzberg
Shira Yehudit Rothkopf and Daniel Yerachmiel Neuman
Mazal Tov to parents Tzipora and Dr. Moshe Rothkopf
Monica Schroer and Steve Hafif
Lisa Cabrera and Joseph Scharf
Michele Wolff and Professor Ira Weiss

Rebecca Dreisinger and Jose

Mattan Gil (Oliver Sam)

BAR/BAT MITZVAH
Yisroel Meir Ashin

on the birth of a boy, Ziv Menachem (Ziv Marcelino)
Dr. Miyuki and Mark Shapiro, on the birth of a girl, Naomi Liora
Jennifer and David Vynerib, on the birth of a boy,

Mazal Tov to grandparents llene and Louis Vynerib
Sara and Rabbi David Wolkenfeld on the birth of twin boys
Mazal Tov to grandmother, Dr. Jo Lang Wolkenfeld

Mazal Tov to parents Yehudis and Moshe Ashin
TZEITCHEM L’SHALOM/FAREWELL TO LIVE

Rachel and Eugene Kontorovich, on the birth of a girl, Devorah CONGRATULATIONS
Meryl Degen and Albert (Raphie) Louzon,
on the birth of a boy, Noam Nissim

Phyllis Blackman, on the release of her newest album,
“Forever”

David Gurwitz on the release of his album,
“Hear the Children”

Andrew Siegel upon being honored by the State of
Israel Bonds at LSS

David Wolkenfeld on receiving smicha (rabbinic ordination)
from Yeshivat Chovevei Torah
Mazal Tov to mother Dr. Jo Lang Wolkenfeld

THANK YOU

Dr. Leonard Davidman for consistently leading the
Beginners Service with knowledge and inspiration
during July and August, and Andrew Lebwohl for his
talented and memorable "pinch-hitting"

Melendrez,

BIRTHS
Susan and Mark Esken, on the birth of a girl, Hanna
Frances and Allen Ganz, on the birth of a girl, llana Maya
Aryel & Pesach Sholom Gordon, on the birth of a boy,
Simeon Eli
Mazal Tov to grandmother Hannah Silbergeld Gordon

&/OR STUDY IN ISRAEL
Daniel Fleisch

Arona and Steven Gittleson and family
Malka and Michoel Levinson and family

Shlomo Dov Gewirtz for teaching the Shabbat parasha
class during July and August with great erudition and
devotion, and Yoel Epstein for his highly-praised stint
as substitute teacher
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Fri September 26, 2008 - 26th of Elul
Selichot & Morning Services

.......................... 6:40 & 7:30 AM
Candle Lighting. ............. 6:28 PM
Mincha .................... 6:35 PM

Sat September 27, 2008 - 27th of Elul
Nitzavim
Daf Yomi...................
BibleClass .. ............... 8:30 AM
Morning Services .. 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Talmud & Bible Class .. ....... 5:20 PM
Mincha .................... 6:20 PM
Maariv/Shabbat ends . ........ 7:28 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 6:35 PM

Sun September 28, 2008 - 28th of Elul
Selichot & Morning Services
.......................... 6:40 & 8:00 AM

Mon September 29, 2008 - 29th of Elul

EREV ROSH HASHANA
Selichot & Services . . . ..
Candle Lighting. .............
Mincha

Tue September 30, 2008 - 1st of Tishrei
ROSH HASHANA 5769

6:00 & 6:45 AM
6:23 PM

Kollel Minyan ............... 7:30 AM
Main Sanctuary. ............. 7:45 AM
Ballroom . .................. 7:45 AM
Beginners . ................. 9:00 AM
Tashlich. ................... 5:25 PM
Mincha .................... 6:25 PM
Yom Tov Candles after........ 7:23 PM
Maariv. . ................... 7:23 PM

Daf Yomi after Maariv

Wed October 1, 2008 - 2nd of Tishrei
ROSH HASHANA

Kollel Minyan ............... 7:30 AM
Main Sanctuary. ............. 7:45 AM
Ballroom .................. 7:45 AM
Beginners . ................. 9:00 AM
DafYomi................... 5:40 PM
Mincha .................... 6:25 PM
Maariv. .................... 7:23 PM
YomTovends............... 7:23 PM

Thu October 2, 2008 - 3rd of Tishrei
TZOM GEDALIAH

FastBegins. ................ 5:41 AM
Selichot & Services . . . . . 6:20 & 7:15 AM
Mincha .................... 6:05 PM
Fastends .................. 7:07 PM

Fri October 3, 2008 - 4th of Tishrei
Selichot & Morning Services

.......................... 6:30 & 7:15 AM
Candle Lighting. ............. 6:16 PM
Mincha .................... 6:20 PM

Sat October 4, 2008 - 5th of Tishrei
Vayeilech SHABBAT SHUVA

DafYomi................... 7:00 AM
BibleClass ................. 8:30 AM
Morning Services .. 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Mincha .................... 5:45 PM
Shabbat Shuva Drasha ... .... 6:10 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ........ 7:16 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 6:20 PM

Sun October 5, 2008 - 6th of Tishrei
Selichot & Morning Services
.......................... 6:30 & 8:00 AM

Mon October 6, 2008 - 7th of Tishrei
Selichot & Morning Services
.......................... 6:30 & 7:15 AM

Tue October 7, 2008 - 8th of Tishrei
Selichot & Morning Services
.......................... 6:30 & 7:15 AM

Wed October 8, 2008 - 9th of Tishrei
EREV YOM KIPPUR
Selichot & Morning Services

.......................... 6:50 & 7:40 AM
Mincha .......... 1:30, 3:00 & 4:00 PM
Candle Lighting. . ............ 6:08 PM
Kol Nidre................... 6:15 PM

Daf Yomi after Maariv

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Thu October 9, 2008 - 10th of Tishrei
YOM KIPPUR

Kollel Minyan ............... 7:30 AM
Main Sanctuary. .. ........... 8:00 AM
Ballroom .. ................. 9:00 AM
Beginners . ........... .. ... 9:00 AM
Final Shofar Blast............ 7:08 PM

Fri October 10, 2008 - 11th of Tishrei

Morning Services. . ... .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting. .. ........... 6:05 PM
Mincha .................... 6:10 PM

Sat October 11, 2008 - 12th of Tishrei

Ha'azinu
DafYomi...................
BibleClass .................
Morning Services .. 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Talmud & Bible Class ... ...... 4:55 PM
Mincha .................... 5:55 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends .. ....... 7:05 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 6:10 PM

Mon October 13, 2008 - 14th of Tishrei
EREV SUKKOT COLUMBUS DAY

Morning Services. . . . ... 7:00 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting. .. ........... 6:00 PM
Mincha .................... 6:05 PM

Begin Meal in Sukkah after .... 6:49 PM

Tue October 14, 2008 - 15th of Tishrei
SUKKOT

Morning Services. . . .. .. 8:00 & 9:00 AM
DafYomi................... 5:20 PM
Mincha .................... 6:05 PM
Yom Tov Candles after........ 7:00 PM
Maariv. .................... 7:00 PM

Begin Meal in Sukkah after .... 7:00 PM

Wed October 15, 2008 - 16th of Tishrei
SUKKOT

Morning Services. . . . ... 8:00 & 9:00 AM
DafYomi................... 5:20 PM
Mincha .................... 6:05 PM
Maariv. .................... 7:00 PM
YomTovends............... 7:00 PM

Thu October 16, 2008 - 17th of Tishrei
SUKKOT (CHOL HAMOED)
Morning Services. . ... .. 6:45 & 7:30 AM

Fri October 17, 2008 - 18th of Tishrei
SUKKOT (CHOL HAMOED)

Morning Services. . . .. .. 6:45 & 7:30 AM
Candle Lighting. ............. 5:54 PM
Mincha .................... 6:00 PM

Sat October 18, 2008 - 19th of Tishrei
SUKKOT (CHOL HAMOED)

DafYomi................... 7:15 AM
Morning Services. . ... .. 8:00 & 9:00 AM
DafYomi................... 5:00 PM
Mincha .................... 5:45 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ........ 6:54 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv .. ...... 6:00 PM

Sun October 19, 2008 - 20th of Tishrei
SUKKOT (CHOL HAMOED)
Morning Services. . ... .. 6:45 & 8:30 AM

Mon October 20, 2008 - 21st of Tishrei
SUKKOT (HOSHANA RABA)
Morning Services .. 6:15, 7:00 & 8:00 AM
Candle Lighting. .. ........... 5:50 PM
Mincha

Tue October 21, 2008 - 22nd of Tishrei
SHMINI ATZERET

DafYomi................... 7:15 AM
Morning Services. . . .. .. 8:00 & 9:00 AM
Mincha .................... 5:55 PM
Yom Tov Candles after........ 6:50 PM
Maariv & Hakafot . ........... 6:50 PM

Wed October 22, 2008 - 23rd of Tishrei
SIMCHAT TORAH

Morning Services. . ... .. 7:00 & 8:30 AM
Womens Tefillah Group .. .. ... 9:00 AM
DafYomi................... 5:10 PM
Mincha .................... 5:55 PM
Maariv. .. .................. 6:50 PM
YomTovends............... 6:50 PM

Fri October 24, 2008 - 25th of Tishrei

Morning Services. . . . ... 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting. . ............ 5:44 PM
Mincha .................... 5:50 PM

Sat October 25, 2008 - 26th of Tishrei

Bereshit
DafYomi...................
BibleClass .................
Morning Services . . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Talmud & Bible Class . . . ...... 4:35 PM
Mincha .................... 5:35 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ... ..... 6:44 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 5:50 PM

Wed October 29, 2008 - 30th of Tishrei
ROSH CHODESH
Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:00 & 7:40 AM

Thu October 30, 2008 - 1st of Cheshvan
ROSH CHODESH
Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:00 & 7:40 AM

Fri October 31, 2008 - 2nd of Cheshvan

Morning Services. . ... .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting. .. ........... 5:35 PM
Mincha .................... 5:40 PM

Sat November 1, 2008 - 3rd of Cheshvan
Noach

DafYomi................... 7:00 AM
BibleClass ................. 8:30 AM
Morning Services . . 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Class . . . ...... 4:25 PM
Mincha .................... 5:25 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ........ 6:35 PM

Remember to Set Your Clocks Backwards
Daily Mincha & Maariv . . ....440PMEST

Tue November 4, 2008 - 6th of Cheshvan
ELECTION DAY
Morning Services. . ... .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM

Fri November 7, 2008 - 9th of Cheshvan

Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting. .. ........... 4:27 PM
Mincha .................... 4:30 PM

Sat November 8, 2008 - 10th of Cheshvan
Lech-lecha

Talmud & Bible Class . . ....... 3:30 PM
Mincha .................... 4:15 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ........ 5:27 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv .. ...... 4:35 PM

Mon November 10, 2008 - 12th of Cheshvan
VETERANS DAY
Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:00 & 7:50 AM

Fri November 14, 2008 - 16th of Cheshvan

Morning Services. . ... .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM

Candle Lighting. .. ........... 4:21 PM

Mincha .................... 4:25 PM
Sat November 15, 2008 - 17th of Cheshvan
Vayera

DafYomi................... 7:00 AM

BibleClass ................. 8:30 AM

Morning Services .. 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Talmud & Bible Class . . . ...... 3:25 PM
Mincha .................... 4:10 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . . ....... 5:21 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 4:25 PM

Fri November 21, 2008 - 23rd of Cheshvan

Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM
Candle Lighting. ............. 4:16 PM
Mincha .................... 4:20 PM

Sat November 22, 2008 - 24th of Cheshvan
Chayei Sara
DafYomi...................

Talmud & Bible Class . . . ...... 3:20 PM
Mincha .................... 4:05 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . . ....... 5:16 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 4:20 PM

Thu November 27, 2008 - 29th of Cheshvan
THANKSGIVING

Morning Services. . .. ... 7:00 & 8:30 AM
Fri November 28, 2008 - 1st of Kislev
ROSH CHODESH

Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:00 & 7:40 AM
Candle Lighting. . ............ 4:13 PM
Mincha .................... 4:20 PM

Sat November 29, 2008 - 2nd of Kislev
Toldot

DafYomi................... 7:00 AM
BibleClass .. ............... 8:30 AM
Morning Services .. 7:45,9:00 & 9:45 AM
Talmud & Bible Class .. ....... 3:20 PM
Mincha .................... 4:05 PM
Maariv/Shabbat ends . ... ..... 5:13 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 4:20 PM

Fri December 5, 2008 - 8th of Kislev

Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM

Candle Lighting. . ............ 4:11 PM

Mincha............... ..... 4:15 PM
Sat December 6, 2008 - 9th of Kislev
Vayetzei

DafYomi................... 7:00 AM

BibleClass ................. 8:30 AM

Talmud & Bible Class . . . ...... 3:15PM
Mincha .................... 4:00 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ........ 5:11 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 4:20 PM

Fri December 12, 2008 - 15th of Kislev

Morning Services. . . . ... 7:10 & 7:50 AM

Candle Lighting. . ............ 4:12 PM

Mincha .................... 4:15 PM
Sat December 13, 2008 - 16th of Kislev
Vayishlach

Daf Yomi................... 7:00 AM

BibleClass ................. 8:30 AM

Morning Services .. 7:45, 9:00 & 9:45 AM

Talmud & Bible Class . . ....... 3115 PM
Mincha .................... 4:00 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ........ 5:12 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv .. ...... 4:20 PM

Fri December 19, 2008 - 22nd of Kislev

Morning Services. . . .. .. 7:10 & 7:50 AM

Candle Lighting. . ............ 4:14 PM

Mincha .................... 4:20 PM
Sat December 20, 2008 - 23rd of Kislev
Vayeshev

DafYomi................... 7:00 AM

BibleClass ................. 8:30 AM

Talmud & Bible Class . . . ...... 3:20 PM
Mincha .................... 4:05 PM
Maariv/Shabbatends . ........ 5:14 PM
Daily Mincha & Maariv . ....... 4:20 PM

Sun December 21, 2008 - 24th of Kislev
CHANUKAH
Chanukah Candles after. ... ...

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES
at the New York Historical Society
West 77th Street and Central Park West

ROSH HASHANA
Mon., Sept. 29, 6:30 pm
Tues. & Wed., Sept. 30 & Oct. 1,
9:00 am
Tues., Sept. 30, 6:25 pm
Wed., Oct. 1, 6:25 pm @ LSS
YOM KIPPUR
Wed., Oct. 8, 6:15 pm
Thurs., Oct. 9, 9:00 am
Tickets
LSS Members $75, Non-Members $125

No one will be turned away for lack of funds
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